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PRESIDENT’S LECTURE — CE UNITS

We are thrilled to announce the three day lecture series presented
by our President, Dr. James C. Poit. The Series will be held at the
Cal Grad campus in La Habra, Tuesday through Thursday, May 12-
14 from 10 am — 3 pm with a 1 hour lunch break. Dr. Poit has
lectured in the new Doctor of Ministry program in September 2008
and February 2009. However, this will be the first public lecture

series for him as our President.

Dr. Poit is a graduate of Hope College in Holland, Michigan,
Princeton Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey, and St. Andrews
University in Scotland. His Ph.D. dissertation was in the area of
theology. Dr. Poit has held several pastorates in the eastern U.S.
and most recently was the Executive Pastor and Evening Service
Pastor at the Crystal Cathedral. He is now the featured Sunday
speaker at Lake Hills Community Church in Laguna Hills for the

traditional service held at 11:00 am.

Dr. Poit’'s series will be “Why Ministries Stall and How to Lead
Toward Growth,” (continued on page 2). Everyone is invited to
participate in this lecture series. Guests are welcome without cost.
For those in ministry, 3 continuing education (CE) units are available
for a $50 package deal, which includes the President’'s Banquet on
Friday, May 15th. Seating is limited and the classroom fills up
quickly. This is a great privilege to hear our esteemed President.
Interested students, guests, and friends should contact the
Administration Office as soon as possible to sign up. Cal Grad
students may take this lecture series for 2 semester units (regular
tuition applies).  (562) 691-5219, email: admin@cgsot.edu
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A BRARWWONNRERRERRE

40" ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT

Saturday, May 16" 4:00 pm at the Crystal Cathedral

We celebrate a special
anniversary with our 40"
annual commencement this
year. Our graduation service

will be held in the beautiful

Arboretum of the Crystal
Cathedral, Saturday, May 16,
2009 at 4:00 PM.

Everyone is welcome to attend this celebration. Our President, Dr.
James C. Poit will deliver the Commencement Address. We will
also grant honorary doctorates to those we wish to recognize for the

contribution to the Kingdom of our Lord.

Following the service we invite
our guests to congratulate our
graduates, take pictures and
enjoy refreshments provided
and served by our Friends of

Cal Grad volunteers.

PRESIDENT’S BANQUET
Friday, May 15" 6:00 pm
California Graduate School of Theology will be hosting the
President's Banquet in honor of Dr. Jim Poit. The dinner will be
held at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, centrally located in
Orange County. All students, faculty, and alumni are invited to join
us for this special occasion. A photographer will be present for
student and class photographs with family, friends, and Dr. Poit
between 5:30 — 6:00 p.m. A special dinner will be served and the
President will give a timely address to the guests at the banquet.
The cost for the entire evening is $50.00 per person and
reservations are now being taken. Seating is limited so please
make your reservation early. Guests may be invited as long as
seats remain available. For more info or reservations call the
Administration Office. ( (562) 691-5219, email: banquet@cgsot.edu
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Why Ministries Stall and How to Lead
Toward Growth

Dr. Jim Poit, President of Cal Grad

Why do apparently healthy, successful churches, ministries, and
Christian educational institutions suffer from unexpected leveling or
decline—and why is it so hard to recover? | contend that
organizations stop growing not because of external competition with
other larger or newer institutions, nor simply because of our
changing culture but rather because of a definable set of common
strategy mistakes that appear time after time. This seminar will
help participants to come to grips with the sobering news that it is
common for ministries to experience a stall, it is hard to see a
ministry stall coming, and it is extremely hard to recover from a stall.
| will describe the root causes of these stalls and provide a self-test
for each, so that the participants may self-diagnose the degree to

which any of these stalls are at work in his or her organization.

The good news for pastors and administrators is that these stalls are
repairable if some strategy choice or effective organization design
decisions are made by the senior management. | will discuss how to
avoid or recover from a decline and how leaders must continually
test the assumptions underlying their strategies. | will cover the
marks of a healthy ministry or educational organization and how
leaders can develop strategic processes and practices that articulate

key assumptions with precision.

This intensive has several audiences in mind. It is for pastors,
church staff who run various programs, educators, or other key
strategists, charged with the stewardship for growth of a ministry

organization.

Drawing on years of observations and experience as an executive
pastor in both small and large churches and being affiliated with a
variety of ministry and educational organizations, | will present ideas

on how to lead through such ministry stalls towards renewed growth.

Dr. Poit is an outstanding man of many talents and high scholastic
achievement. With his education and “real life” practice, Dr. Poit is
sure to bless all who attend. Join him on May 12 -14, 2009.

@ Ph.D. University of St. Andrews, Scotland
@ M.Div. Princeton Theological Seminary
@ B.A. Hope College, Michigan

Doctor of Ministry Program
2009 - 2011

We are pleased to announce that a new Doctor of Ministry
Program will begin once again in September. September 21-
25, 2009 will see some faculty from the previous year's
program with the addition of new faculty. Rev. Bruce
Bugbee, Regional Minister for the Synod of the Far West,
Reformed Church in America, and author of such books as
“What You Do Best in the Body of Christ”, “Network”, and
“Discover Your Spiritual Gifts the Network Way”, will be a new

presenter.

Dr. Bob Pierson, who runs Leadership Nexus, a leadership
Conference held throughout the United States, will be a
mentor to those in the Leadership track. This track will be
unique in that the Leadership Nexus Conferences will become
part of the program for those in the Leadership track. Dr.
Pierson is also the Chairman of CUGM, Congregations United
for Greater Ministry, an organization that has functioned for
nearly twenty years. CUGM embraces pastors from all
denominations into a fellowship for mutual ministry. Bob
Pierson has been a very successful pastor of a large
Methodist church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. We welcome Dr. Bob

Pierson to our roster of select mentors.

Remaining with us are Dr. Jim Poit, President of Cal Grad, Dr.
Sandra Herron, our expert on Communications, Dr. Norm
Steinaker, our expert in Education and Dissertation Writing,
Dr. Bill Gaultiere, our expert in Spiritual Formation, and Dr.

Lawrence Wilkes, our Program Director.

Those interested in joining our 2009 D.Min. group this fall
should apply now. On our website; www.cgsot.edu, you will
find the application form and the reference forms needed to
complete your submission. Contact Dr. Lawrence Wilkes with

your inquiries, specific questions, or unique situations.

Dr. Lawrence Wilkes is Dean of the Graduate School at
California Graduate School of Theology. He is also a graduate
of Cal Grad (Ph.D. 1981).

Dr. Wilkes was formerly Dean of the
Robert Schuller School for Preaching
and Evening Pastor at the Crystal
Cathedral, serving that ministry for

more than 15 years.

Email:  Iwilkes@cgsot.edu
Phone: (562) 691-5219
Fax: (562) 266-1578
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DEAN'’S DESK = Christ Our Sufficiency

Dr. Daniel K. Yom, Academic Dean

We don’t always get what we want. In the middle of the current
economic tailspin we all know that is the reality. The road of life has
many obstructions, detours, valleys, traffic jams, irritations, flat tires,
dark tunnels, dead ends and storms, and thousands of

disappointments.

In such moments we may ask questions like, “Why, God? Why do
bad things happen to me? Are you really there? Do you care about

me?” Many people may ask similar questions in this economic crisis.

John the Baptist also had moments of doubting and questioning:
“Are you the one who was to come or should we expect someone
else?” (Mat. 11:3).

Paul, while in the midst of adverse circumstances, wrote to the
Philippians, who were going through their own sufferings and trials.
In his concluding comments to the Philippians, he speaks of learning
to be content in every situation (Phil. 4:11). The Greek word
translated “content” (avtapxng) carries with it the meaning of “self-
sufficient, adequate, needing no assistance.” But Paul is not calling
the Philippians to recognize their own abilities and competence and
deal with their difficulties through old self-reliance. Paul states, ‘I
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (4:13). It is
Christ who gives us strength. It is Christ who empowers us, gives us
the ability to deal with trials. He is sufficient. He is able to face the
pains, evils, and hardships we encounter. He strengthens us to deal

with life and all its difficulties.

Paul calls those who consider themselves self-sufficient to repent
and find their sufficiency in Christ only. To have faith in Jesus does
not mean we pretend that bad things are good. It does not mean
that we fail to acknowledge our deep needs, pains, hurts, and
frustrations. To have faith is to see ourselves as we are—frail,
hurting, crippled people whom Jesus died to heal, to restore and to

strengthen.

We learn by experience that pleasure and pain produce very
different results. Sometimes the presence of pain in my life has a
practical benefit of sanctifying me. God works in me through
affliction. As uncomfortable as pain may be, the Scriptures tell us
again and again that tribulation is means by which we are purified
and driven to a deeper dependence upon God. There is a long-
range benefit to us that we would presumably lose were it not for the

pain we are called to endure for a season.

Now what about the problem of pleasure? Believe it or not, pleasure
can be a narcotic and seductive; the more we enjoy it, the less we
see our dependence upon God’s mercy and forgiveness. Pleasure

can be not so much an angel in disguise as a devil in disguise to

lead us into ultimate ruin. That's why we must be extremely
careful, practically speaking, in pursuing too much pleasure lest we

lose sight of our ultimate need for the mercy of God.

The Gospel is not insight for living; the Gospel is not tips for living.
The Gospel will have effects upon how we live our marriages and
how we rear our children, but that is not the Gospel. The Gospel is
Christ crucified for sinners. That is what the Gospel is. The Gospel
is outside of you. Outside of you is an ugly portrait of a crucified
Christ with blood, dirt, filth, shame and pain. The Son of God
bearing your sin, your shame, your poverty, and all of your

weaknesses has nothing to do with how you feel.

The Gospel is outside of you! The importance of that is that so
many of us are used to thinking that the Gospel depends upon how
| feel on any given day. So the Gospel is for me when | feel that it
is, and when the Gospel doesn’t seem to be for me then God is
against me. The Gospel is not based upon your feelings! The
Gospel is not something that is based upon your changing moods.

The Gospel is outside of you.

Regardless of how you feel, Jesus can meet all of your needs. He

alone is sufficient. He is enough even in this economic crisis.

Dr. Daniel Yom brings with him an educational expertise beyond
the academic setting. Dr. Yom has served his congregation as a
pastor for 21 years. He is a teacher and practitioner who loves the

Lord. To contact Daniel Yom, Ed.D., email: dkyyom@cgsot.edu
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OUR ACADEMIC RECORD

California Graduate School of Theology has been granting % Al UMNUS BECOMES ORU PRESIDENT ***

bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees for forty years by the

We are proud to pass on this news item: Dr. Mark Rutland, now
authority of the State of California Bureau for Postsecondary Private P P

President of Southeastern Uni ity in Lakeland, Florida has b
Vocational Education. We also have a recognized Biblical studies resident of Soufheastern Lniversity in Laketan orida has been

. - . elected to become the new President of Oral Roberts University in
program fully certified by the Association of Christian Schools

Tulsa, Oklahoma. Mark is a graduate of California Graduate
International. ACSI's membership is currently comprised of over 9

School of Theol havi ived his Ph.D. d in 1988.
5500 member schools in 105 countries worldwide, representing choot o eology having recewved nis egree

Mark has done an incredible job at Southeastern over the
1,200,000 students.

past 10 years of his presidency there.

Since 1969 Cal Grad has been a recognized theological seminary in The University was just under 1000
Southern California with a program of Biblical and Theological study students and was encumbered with
that does not compromise on quality or academic performance. We debt when he became President.
have over 5,000 graduates as a testimony to the highest standards Mark has turned the school around
of academic excellence at Cal Grad. and today it boasts a student body

of well over 3000 students with a very
healthy financial standing. Mark’s
leadership has been exemplary in
every way. He has authored 13

books and hosts the 30 minute radio

program, Herald of Joy.

Dr. Rutland takes over the ORU Presidency in July 2009.

Congratulations, Dr. Mark Rutland!
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